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pleasure in conveying your loyal message to His Royal Highness,
and assuring him of a loyal and hearty welcome from Your
Highness and your people" on his visit to Jammu. It is now
my pleasant task to propose the toast of our popular and distin-
guished host, His Highness the Maharajah of Kashmir. Those
of you who have spent your lives in Kashmir, or have been other-
wise associated with His Highness in his daily life, will be able
to speak more fully than I can of the many virtues which have
made him beloved of his people and of all who have been brought
into contact with him, virtues which have raised his State to the
same level as that of the highest in the Indian Empire, and have
earned for him personally the rank of Lieutenant-General and
the Grand Commandership of the Star of India, the Indian Empire
and the Order of the British Empire. I also, though my acquaint-
ance with His Highness has been so short, have learned to
appreciate his shrewdness, his kindness of heart and lavish
generosity and above all, his deep-seated loyalty and devotion
to the Crown and the British Government. I must add for my-
self and Her Excellency that the very cordial invitation of
His Highness that we should again visit Kashmir and Jammu
and stay at least four weeks is very tempting, and I trust that it
may be possible for me to come here in response to His Highness'
expressed desire. I ask you to join with me in drinking to
the health of His Highness the Maharajah Sir Partap Singh
Bahadur, Maharajah of Jammu and Kashmir, and in wishing
him all happiness and prosperity.

Speech at Delhi Viceregal Lodge in reply to a Deputation
of Punjab Chamber of Commerce on 26th November

Mr. President and gentlemen, I thank you on behalf
of Lady Reading as well as myself for the very cordial
welcome you have tendered to us on taking up our residence
in Delhi. I am equally grateful to you for the confidence
in me expressed by your members. It encourages me
in the handling of the difficult and delicate problems
of administration in India, which perhaps were never of
greater moment. I observe that in the very forefront of yoor
address to-day you lay stress upon the loss of the privilege of
independent representation in any of the legislatures of the
country, and, in particular, you have referred to the question of
your representation in the*central and local legislatures. As
you are aware, your views on this matter were laid last year before